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Government eecrecy

the ¢ debatc

New puéh under- way |
'to jasl news leakers

. _-_ByJohn D1 in - -
Staff correspondent of :

ety o u Waslungton
’»-A c1ty that thnves on whxspers leaks, and-
inside information is takmg a new look at ways
to keep its secrets secret. =i [}

" Admiral Stansfield Turner,’ new head .'of the
Central ‘Intelligence : Agency, wants new laws

' slappmg crxmmal pena]ne on ople who leak
secrets Tey F A
Presxdent Carter is trymg to cut down on the

" number of people . who read documents
. stamped secret.'” 7 : .
U.S. Rep. Charles E. Bennett (D) of Florxda
has proposed a law to put tho e who leak se-
cretsbehxndbars Vew s TSR

"J

the secrecy-issue this year.
Fmes, 1axl proposed

; committee, ‘would subject past and present’
federal employees:to ‘fines -up to $10,000 and
unpnsonment up to 10 years for divulging clas-

' .~sxfxed information. . Those outside- of govern-

“ment who pass along secret information would
) about secret payments to Km<7 Hussein of J or-

= be subject to fmes up to $5,000 and a year s un

» classification of- material.: For example,” any-".
. ~one'who uses a classified. stamp to conceal in--
“competence; »wrongdomg, or.- other malfea

: s0r? T Tied

\*The Senate Select Commxttee on Intelhgence
1s rewrmng the charters for-the, Federal Bu-
- reau of Investxgauon and the CIA ttus year and .

‘is' expected to wrestle- mth the secrecy ques- -

txon then :
’Constltutionahty queshoned A%

7= ‘But in both houses there is: ‘caution about im- -

> posing “eriminal . penames There are  grave.
* constitutional questmns about - freedom - of

speech and press, as well as separatlon of pow- -

‘ers. R ISR R Y fﬂ"(-:':
What would happen for examp

e.w._-,«.-..».-\z_ dmned A
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.-~ dent? How could they be subjected to criminal
prowsxons for exposing such . ma]feasance
when itis thexr duty to do s0? s

- " 'more intelligent decrsxons by the electorate.-: -
- Both houses of Convress may take a look at

7.. Mr. Bennett’s bill;. whxch remams m a sub-'

P : :
‘new gmdelmes in. an ‘effort to prevent’ over- -

edly.was: i1sed for persona] purposes as_ well asl

3 -:The Post discussed the’ story thh Presuient -
“Carter, then made ‘the decision to publish. just
bours before Secretary of State Cyrus Vance

-aged Amencas relations thh much of“the

(_ﬁf‘;_ﬁv _,:\, today’”i z
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bers of Congress_learned ubout secret docu-
ments which proved malfeasance by a presi-

-Sen. Frank: Church (D) of Idaho! led recent
- investigations .of.". .the :CIA- ‘and _, other_ in--
telhgence-gathenng agenmes and is one,,who
takes a cautious approach toward new laws At
- a hearing, he said:. ¢, -+ aed o ini T, S
- *Often as not, classmcatmn is [rmposed] for-
" the. purpose of giving [federal employees] pro~
tection,.not for giving the country protection.”

. The -secrecy problem, which has been de-
bated off and.on in this capital for: years has

consistently defied £asy answers..

Democracy and mformahon :

- As an open ‘society;, America thrwes on in-
formation. It is the meat of democracy that as-
. sures better performance by officeholders and

In Amenca one mans secret may ‘be an-
" other man’s exposé: ‘Some officials have tried
_to use the secrecy stamp to cover up poor per-
formance or even criminal actlon

* On the other hand, ‘ambitious pohtlcxans bu-
reaucrats or ]oumahsts sometimes use clas-
“sifled information for thelr own beneht, and’ to
the detriment of the country R =
-. Recent* pubhcatxon by ‘the" WashmotomPost

CIA payments !eaked 72t

“>: The-Post* got hold- of a story that the CIA
had funneled muhons ‘of doHars-to- ng Hus-
-sein-‘over &-20 year- penod “The money alleg-

inteligence: activities, =

‘world. The CIA ‘has launched an mvestwatxon
“to find the source'of the Jeak, he says.

“The<entire-"Secrecy  issue,” says‘ Admu-al
Turner;vis under “great study and scrutmy




